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Senate Helps Resolve Privacy Issue 
for Undocumented Students
Christina Urban
News Editor
Stephen Ruszczyk of the Latino/a Caucus addresses a proposal to protect DACA/undocumented immigrants to the University Senate.
Christina Urban| The Montclarion
    The Montclair State Univer-
sity Senate voted on and moved 
a privacy policy proposal ad-
dressed by the Latino/a Caucus 
in January, involving Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) and undocumented 
students’ safety in wake of an 
upcoming congressional dead-
line for DACA and immigration 
decision happening in March.
    Representative of the caucus 
and associate sociology pro-
fessor Stephen Ruszczyk re-
vealed that advisors could view 
if someone is undocumented 
through NEST information 
systems, which shocked many 
on the Senate board as they 
deemed the access unneces-
sary.
    The status of a students’ citi-
zenship was widely accessible 
to advisers through Banner, but 
Office of Information Technol-
ogy (OIT) worked to make it 
less accessible immediately. 
They are still working to make 
sure the information is avail-
able only when necessary, like 
for financial aid purposes.
    Senate President David Tru-
batch took charge of writing the 
now accepted proposal to uni-
versity President Susan Cole.
   Trubatch said to go to OIT if 
they happen to have access to 
the information so they can fix 
the issue.
   “Montclair State University 
and the University Police do 
not and will not inquire about 
the immigration status of our 
students,” said Cole last year 
in a written statement to the 
community. “The University 
will not provide information 
about our students’ immigra-
tion status to federal officials 
in the absence of a subpoena or 
comparable legal order and the 
University maintains a strong 
commitment to and compli-
ance with federal and state 
privacy laws applicable to our 
students.”
    Students voiced their thoughts 
on advisers being allowed to 
view citizenship status of stu-
dents.
    “If they are using the advis-
ers in a strategic way to help 
the students, then I think it’s 
wonderful,” said senior sus-
tainability science major Carly 
Grace Sunday. “But if they are 
going to take that information 
and they are going to distort 
it, and they are going to use it 
against the students then abso-
lutely not. I think that everyone 
DACA  continued on Page 3
    Marine Corps reservist and 
freshman psychology ma-
jor David Pina has wondered 
how Montclair State Univer-
sity would respond to an ac-
tive shooter situation. In the 
aftermath of last week’s Florida 
high school shooting, he has not 
been alone. The rest of the cam-
pus community has been con-
templating that same question.
     While serving in the Marine 
Corps on active duty for four 
years, Pina felt that he received 
proper training throughout his 
service to prepare for this type 
of emergency. He learned how 
to handle an armed person and 
take control within a hostile 
situation.
    “If there was an active shoot-
er, I would tell my class to get 
down and away from the win-
dows,” Pina said. “I do think 
there should be some proce-
dures enforced to ensure stu-
dents’ safety.”
   On Feb. 14, Nikolas Cruz 
opened fire in Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida. Seventeen 
people were killed and 14 more 
were taken to the hospital, 
making the massacre one of the 
deadliest school shootings in 
the U.S.
    Arnaud Kurze, a justice stud-
ies professor at Montclair State, 
works on social movements 
and its theories. He observed 
the social protests that have 
been staged since the shooting. 
He pointed out how many peo-
ple have been participating in 
movements like the upcoming 
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Thursday, Feb. 15
Valley Road: Non-student Osbaldo Mal-
donado was arrested in Clifton, New Jer-
sey driving while intoxicated. Maldonado 
was transferred to the State Police Bar-
racks in Totowa, New Jersey for further 
breath testing. He was later released into 
the care/custody of his wife. Several mo-
tor vehicle summonses were also issued 
too. Maldonado along with a follow up 
court date of Feb. 19, 2018 at 8:45 a.m. in 
Clifton Municipal Court.
Friday, Feb. 16
Fenwick Hall: A student resi-
dent reported the theft of
several personal items from 
the common area. These items
included an Xbox gaming system, a PS4 
gaming system, a PS4 controller, two
games as well as downloadable content. 
This incident is under investigation.
Sunday, Feb. 18
Police Headquarters: A student resi-
dent reported a theft from the past. 
The student advised that she had
lost her student ID card approxi-
mately a week earlier and neglected to
report the incident. The ID was then 
anonymously returned to her and
slipped under the door of her resi-
dence. Upon further investigation, the
student advised that her Red Hawk 
Dollars were used at various locations
without her knowledge or consent. 
This incident is under investigation.
Sunday, Feb. 18
Student Center: A student re-
ported the theft of his backpack
from the break room. The stu-
dent advised that he had placed
his backpack down and left the area for 
about an hour, leaving his backpack
behind. Upon his return, the bag was 
gone. The student advised that his
important medication, including a pill 
container, were within the backpack when
it was stolen. This incident is under inves-
tigation.
Monday, Feb. 19
University Promenade:  Patrol of-
ficers were dispatched to the area
in regards to a dispute in progress. Upon 
their arrival, officers met with the bus 
driver of bus #35 who advised that a ver-
bal dispute had taken place and an un-
known male had subsequently punched 
the window, breaking the glass. The male 
was then seen fleeing the scene as a pas-
senger in a vehicle. Patrol officers were 
able to make contact with the male party 
who appeared to be intoxicated. Upon 
further investigation, the male was identi-
fied as non-student Joel Cotto. Cotto was 
arrested on the scene and was processed 
at the police headquarters for criminal 
mischief and disorderly contact. Cotto 
was released with  a  follow up CJP court 
date for March 5 at 9 a.m. in Paterson, 
New Jersey.
Shooter: Montclair State had a shooting threat in 2008
Continued from page 1
March For Our Lives in Washington D.C. 
on March 24. Kurze wonders if it will have 
an impact in preventing another tragedy 
like this.
    “As faculty, I was being explained to a 
year or so ago that we do have a plan and 
we do have the facilities and the person-
nel to respond to these situations, so I feel 
safe,” Kurze said.
    Kurze blames the government’s lack of 
interest in reshaping and replacing laws 
that reflect the needs of today’s crime 
rates. However, he believes Montclair 
State will be well protected.
    English professor Jeffrey Gonzalez, who 
has a child with a disability, was upset to 
see the news about the Florida shooting 
because it continues to happen with no ac-
tion being done.
    “When I think about my son and where 
he goes to pre-K, I can’t even fathom be-
cause there are babies in there,” Gonzalez 
said. “There are people dedicating their 
lives working with children. The preva-
lence of these weapons that really were 
designed for the battlefield are showing 
up in angry people’s hands. It’s terrify-
ing.”
    Capt. Kieran Barrett of the University 
Police Department indicated in a written 
statement that there is a plan of action to 
prepare in case of an active shooter, but he 
does not want to reveal it. It would allow 
a potential threat to gain valued insight 
into the campus’ operations, which would 
be counterproductive to the police depart-
ment’s objectives.
    “We keep a very close eye on any threat 
made to the campus community or indi-
vidually and treat it very seriously,” Barrett 
said. “We communicate known threats to 
the campus and don’t hide potential threats 
here at MSU.”
    Drills for law enforcement and their part-
ners are conducted throughout the year, so 
those who would respond to the incident 
would be very familiar with protocols. The 
University Police Department also provides 
training in active shooter response for any 
organization or department that is interest-
ed, but faculty and residence life staff are 
required to do the training, so they are well-
prepared if an incident were to happen dur-
ing a class or in a residence building.
    Barrett recalled a shooting threat on 
Montclair State’s campus back in 2008.
    “We found a very vague reference to a 
shooting on campus with a specific date,” 
Barrett said. “As a result, we had a visible 
increase in law enforcement for the day that 
included over 100 police officers. The per-
son that wrote the threat was subsequently 
identified, arrested and charged but did not 
ever have the means to carry out the crime.”
    He also brought up another event in the 
written statement where a threat was made 
to the LGBTQ community, igniting the 
same level of enforcement.
    Despite the fear that these situations 
sparked on Montclair State’s campus, Bar-
rett found that these situations tended to 
unite the community in general and tested 
the community’s level of readiness.
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Airhead Advisory Warns of Anonymous Seller
Heather Berzak
Assistant News Editor
Students question campus safety as reports surface
New Gender Inclusive Housing Next Fall
    The Montclair State Uni-
versity Police Department 
sent out an advisory in Jan-
uary after receiving two 
similar solicitation reports.
    The most recent report was 
submitted by the mother of a stu-
dent with special needs. Her son 
was tricked into handing over 
his ATM card to an unknown 
male outside of the Student 
Center selling Airhead candies.
    The unknown male proceed-
ed to force the special needs 
student to go to an ATM lo-
cated inside the Student Center 
and enter his pin number. The 
thief made him take out $800, 
and he later fled the scene.
    The first report said two 
unknown males, potentially 
students, were attempting to 
sell Airhead candies out of 
their backpacks for $2 each 
outside of the Student Center.
    A student approached the 
males wanting to buy candy. 
As the student reached for their 
wallet, the males surrounded 
the student in an “intimidat-
ing” manner. Feeling threat-
ened for safety, he handed 
over $100 in cash to the males.
    Sophomore linguistics major 
Mary Hubbard was shocked 
and saddened by the news 
of these incidents occurring.
    “I’ve never felt unsafe on this 
campus, but this certainly makes 
me question it,” Hubbard said. 
“It’s shameful that people think 
it is okay to take advantage of 
students with special needs.”
    Capt. Kieran Barrett of the Uni-
versity Police Department said 
in a written statement that while 
the second report was received 
in January, the actual incident 
occurred back in November of 
2017, nearly two months prior.
    Senior psychology major Me-
Taylor Risely
Staff Writer
DACA: Students React to Citizenship Status Being Visible to Advisers 
Continued from page 1
gan Lubrecht believes these in-
cidents may be the result of easy 
access to campus along with 
lack of student knowledge in 
regards to suspicious activity.
    “It makes me wonder if these 
unidentified people are stu-
dents or just people entering 
campus since our campus is 
open to all,” Lubrecht said. “I 
also think it’s crazy that these 
events occurred weeks ago, and 
I never heard about it. I think 
we should be more educated 
on what’s happening on our 
campus so we can stay safe.”
    Barrett’s statement also in-
cluded that the University Po-
lice Department sent a remind-
er to the community to describe 
who can sell items on campus 
and who is an approved vendor.
  Undeclared sophomore Jenna 
Gambino believes that sur-
veillance should promptly 
be installed around bank-
ing systems on campus.
    “It’s scary to think that some-
thing like this can happen at any 
time,” Gambino said. “I believe 
that there should be a camera 
near all ATM machines and that 
everyone on campus should be 
informed about this event.”
    Barrett concluded his writ-
ten statement by saying that 
the detective bureau is ac-
tively investigating the cas-
es and is considering them 
to be theft by deception.
    There is no further infor-
mation released at this time.
    The school will offer gender 
inclusive housing (GIH) in all 
dorms across campus starting 
in the fall 2018 semester, which 
will allow students to select 
their suitemate without any 
gender constrictions.
     In the past, GIH was only 
offered to students living in 
the apartment complexes, but 
the Office of Residence Life has 
decided to open up the applica-
tion process to all students and 
residential areas.
   “We knew that put a bound-
ary on students that wanted to 
be in gender inclusive housing 
that were not juniors or seniors 
who were eligible for apart-
ments,” said AJ Primavera, cus-
tomer service specialist for res 
life.
     Music major Richard Cardile 
is not necessarily personally in-
terested, but he is happy that 
others are given this opportu-
nity
    “I don’t know if it’s for me, 
but I think it’s a great option to 
have on campus for those who 
feel more comfortable living 
in gender inclusive housing,” 
Cardile said.
    However, other students, 
like biology major Dana Burke, 
believe that this arrangement 
could possibly cause problems.
    “It’s just going to open the 
door for disaster,” Burke said.
    Biology major Victoria Jimenez 
thinks this new housing would 
be taken advantage of.
    “People are just going to end 
Residents can select to live with any gender in all dorm buildings
up rooming with their signifi-
cant others, and there’s going 
to be plenty of issues regarding 
bathrooms,” Jimenez said.
    Theater studies major Joshua 
Trembley disagrees that this 
change will cause issues, and 
instead believes that it will 
solely benefit the campus com-
munity.
    “I think that it is a really good 
idea,” Trembley said. “Since 
this campus has a majority of 
females, it’ll reduce issues with 
finding students places to stay.”
   Erin Gaydos, a freshman ma-
joring in theater studies, be-
lieved that GIH can be either 
a good thing or a bad thing for 
the community depending on 
the circumstances.
    “It’s a good idea because you 
can live with your friend of an-
other sex,” Gaydos said, “but 
if they’re sharing a bathroom 
with a suite that is also gender 
inclusive, then problems can 
arise.”
    In order to apply and be con-
sidered for this living opportu-
nity, students must pay their 
housing deposit, stop by the res 
life office to obtain mandatory 
information and complete a liv-
ing agreement by March 12 at 4 
p.m.
Taylor Risley| The Montclarion
Heather Berzak| The Montclarion
Theater studies majors Joshua Trembley and Erin Gaydos as well as biology major Victoria Jimenez hang out in a Bohn 
Hall dorm room.
Both reports occurred outside of the Student Center.
deserves the right to education, 
and I think that if they are work-
ing on their path to citizenship 
then they should be allowed to 
have the same rights as us.”
    Sophomore linguistics major 
Allie Libertino compared citi-
zenship status to gender.
    “Basically it’s like if we were 
talking about male or female; if 
you don’t feel comfortable shar-
ing that information it shouldn’t 
be shared or it shouldn’t be 
looked up,” Libertino said. “If 
the student is already here, why 
does their immigration status 
need to be known?”
    Other subjects the Latino/a 
Caucus brought to attention in 
wake of the unknown status for 
DACA and undocumented im-
migrants in March was stated in 
their blueprint. The document’s 
means is to make sure the uni-
versity welcomes, protects and 
supports undocumented stu-
dents.
    The blueprint addresses sev-
eral ideas including making it 
clear that Montclair State wel-
comes students and has specific 
information on the university’s 
website regarding DACA and 
undocumented students and 
their statuses. This has already 
been initiated, and the last up-
date on the immigration page 
was Feb. 15.
    The caucus also wishes to 
have a safe space program for 
the protection of DACA stu-
dents and families, like the uni-
versity has for the LGBTQ com-
munity.
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Joanne Sidote stands in front of the door she was found at as an infant.
A Cardboard Box, a Red Note and a Baby
Alexyss Panfile
Staff Writer
     An infant was left in front of a 
government building in Maoming 
City, China when she was a few 
weeks old. A woman going into 
work that day found the baby in a 
cardboard box wrapped in a light 
quilt with a red note which read 
her birth name and her birthday: 
Sept. 8, 1997.
   Twenty years later, Joanne Sidote 
would come to learn that this was 
the story of how she was found be-
fore she was adopted by a loving 
woman from New Jersey.
        Sidote is now a junior and 
a nutrition and food science major 
at Montclair State University. She 
was adopted when she was a year 
old. As a child, she knew of her 
adoption, but she was oblivious to 
the physical differences from her 
mother. It was never pointed out 
to her that she is Chinese and her 
mother is white until she reached 
middle school. Classmates would 
ask if her mom was her nanny or 
caretaker, and it started her curios-
ity surrounding her adoption.
     The main thing Sidote wanted 
to know was information about 
her biological mother, health re-
cords, if she had any siblings and 
most importantly — how she was 
found. During the spring of 2017, 
Sidote’s mother disclosed all of the 
information she could to her.
    “I was born Sept. 8, and then I 
was put up for adoption on Sept. 
26,” Sidote said as she thought 
about this relatively new infor-
mation. “So that means my birth 
mother had me for a couple weeks, 
so I guess she wasn’t sure at first.”
      Sidote never held it against her 
mother for telling her years later. 
If anything, she could understand 
why her mom withheld the infor-
mation from her.
       “I think she might’ve thought 
it would have been too much at a 
younger age,” Sidote said. 
Sidote’s mother, Barbara Sidote ex-
plained why she decided to answer 
her daughter’s burning questions. 
       “I knew who my parents were,” 
Barbara Sidote said. “And that fills 
a lot in, in terms of who you are, 
and you want that for her on a va-
riety of different levels. It’s import-
ant to her and to me, too.”
       One can imagine how learn-
ing all of these details can be 
life-changing. However, this was 
just the beginning for Sidote.
In May 2017, Sidote and her moth-
er took a trip to China because they 
felt it was time for them to go back 
to where it all started. After tour-
ing cities, they arrived in Maoming 
and went straight to the orphan-
age.
     It was hot and humid outside 
when they arrived at the orphan-
age. They were greeted by all of the 
foster mothers who were waiting 
for them under a bright sign with 
Sidote’s birth name on it.
     “I teared up right when I saw 
it,” Sidote said. “It was very emo-
tional. I didn’t expect it to be that 
emotional.”
Sidote and her mother were given a 
tour of the building. They showed 
                           
Junior nutrition and food science major Joanne Sidote was adopted at one year old after being left in a cardboard box wrapped in a light quilt with 
a red note. 
the experience was. 
“The tour guide is translating 
for me and he says, ‘She saw the 
baby,’” Barbara Sidote said. “I 
still get chills when   I think about 
this. I was thinking, ‘My God, I’m 
here halfway around the world, 
and someone’s here upstairs who 
knows Joanne.’ It was an incredi-
ble feeling.”
      Meeting the woman who 
played a hand in Sidote’s journey 
was a significantly heartwarming 
event for Sidote and her mother.
     “She hugged me and put her 
hands on my face,” Sidote said. 
“What I could get was that she 
was nice and cared all these years 
— I think she was very relieved. 
And I was shy. I didn’t know how 
to react.” 
       The woman explained what 
happened on Sept. 26, 1997. On 
a daily basis, all of the govern-
ment building workers arrived on 
a shuttle bus at 7 a.m. Originally, 
there was a wall at the entrance, so 
the woman’s assumption was that 
Sidote’s birth mother was from the 
area and therefore knew what time 
the bus came. She believes that Si-
dote’s birth mother waited behind 
the wall to make sure her child was 
found. The woman explained that 
when she found Sidote, her eyes 
were wide open and she was not 
crying.
      Sidote felt comforted knowing 
Alexyss Panfile |  The  Montclarion
 Photo courtesy of Joanne Sidote 
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Joanne Sidote and her mother, Barbara Sidote, met for the first time when she 
was a year old.
“I felt a connection to the woman [who found Joanne], but I feel more of a 
connection with Joanne’s birth mother, especially on her birthday. There’s 
no doubt in my mind there is a woman halfway around the world who is 
thinking about her on her birthday. It’s a very odd feeling.”
-  Barbara Sidote, Joanne Sidote’s mother
                                                                                                                          
Joanne Sidote with the woman who found her in 1997.
                                                                                                     
The orphanage Sidote stayed at as a baby is in Moaming, China.
she was not just abandoned. Some girls who were adopted 
alongside her in the orphanage had different stories. She was 
grateful to know that her mother probably cared and wanted 
the best for her.
      “I felt a connection to the woman [who found Joanne], but I 
feel more of a connection with Joanne’s birth mother, especially 
on her birthday,” Barbara Sidote said. “There’s no doubt in my 
mind [that] there is a woman halfway around the world who 
is thinking about her on her birthday. It’s a very odd feeling.”
     After they left, Sidote and her mother could not believe what 
had just happened. It opened up a realm of possibilities for 
them.
      “I never expected to find this woman who had specific and 
concrete details about Joanne,” Barbara Sidote said. “It’s almost 
like a detective story. Joanne hears stories where people con-
nect through a variety of different ways and you hope that this 
will work for her too.”
      Looking back, Sidote is grateful to have experienced this. 
However, she does think about the what-if’s.
      “I regret not leaving that sign there at the building, because I 
don’t know if my birth mother actually comes back to that spot 
every day, like how people go to grave sites,” Sidote said. “I do 
think she wonders about me. It’s a decision she had to make on 
her own or with someone else in secrecy. That probably made 
her distraught and still wondering where I could have gone.”
      Despite this, Sidote has used this life-changing experience to 
inform those who are thinking about adoption and those who 
have also been adopted. She has done a presentation on her ex-
perience at her public library in Ridgewood, New Jersey. She 
also hopes to widen the adoption community, specifically for 
children adopted from China, through social media like Face-
book.
Sidote’s close friend, Megan Lupo, is a junior journalism major 
at Rider University. She expressed a deep sense of esteem for 
Sidote and her journey. 
    “I admire Joanne for her courage of going around the world 
to explore her origins,” Lupo said. “I can’t even imagine not 
knowing if you had brothers or sisters or what your blood type 
is. She is such a strong person, and she has such pride about her 
adoption history and where she came from.”
     Sidote’s adoption story is still a puzzle with missing pieces, 
but her journey to China added a huge piece to it all. There is 
more she would love to know, but what she has found out so 
far has made her stronger and only increasingly motivates her 
to discover new details about her life.
- This article was originally published in HawkTalk Magazine.
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Michael Lees
 The importance of different religions
             
Michael Lees, a religion professor, poses in his office in Dickson Hall in front of a shelf with different religious books and items. 
                                                            
Michael Lees holds a rock with an engravement of Gautama Buddha that was given to him by his 
parents from their trip to Tibet, China.
Jesse Sanzari
Staff Writer
       Michael Lees, a religion professor, 
was adopted at the age of 24 by a Native 
American family over 22 years ago. He 
has been teaching at Montclair State 
University for 10 years and discussed 
the significance of his family traditions 
along with the importance of under-
standing different religions.
      Q: Define what religion is in the 
simplest of terms.
     A: Religion is a story, journey, 
path and ultimately a way of life 
steeped in spiritual practices. Re-
ligion affords a form, format and 
knowledge for living in the world. 
Spirituality provides the oppor-
tunity to test knowledge through 
experience while embedding mean-
ing-making into the development of 
wisdom relative to our personal and 
worldly actions.
     Q: What was your childhood 
exposure to religion?
      A: My parents were very ‘open-
door’ about religion. Since I was 
born and raised in a pluralistic, mul-
tireligious and multicultural society 
my parents supported finding ‘what 
works for you’ as a means to explor-
ing the world wisdom traditions.
       Q: At what age did you become 
interested in studying religion?
     A: I want to say all my life but 
most earnestly when I was fifteen 
years old. I became very interested 
in exploring what everyone believes 
about the world and how we might 
seek to be a healthy participant in it. 
I have been studying, practicing and 
participating in religious traditions 
from around the world for the last 32 
years.
       Q: Do you think being adopted into 
a Native American family has influ-
enced your view of religion?
       A: A major aspect of my way of 
life consists of being a part of a Native 
American family and extended family. I 
have had the extreme honor of being ad-
opted in a traditional ceremony known 
as Hunka (Making of Relations) by my 
Cheyenne grandfather Oglala Lakota, 
grandmother and Yaqui older brother. I 
have been ceremonial in this way of life 
for over 25 years and am a singer in our 
tradition. The teachings my family has 
shared with me have helped make me 
who I am. These teachings remind me 
that I am an integral part of everything 
that happens here on planet Earth. I 
should approach and commit my actions 
in this life to all living beings with love, 
generosity, kindness, gratitude, humili-
ty, respect, compassion, reciprocity and 
humor. I would not trade any of this life 
experience for anything in the world.
     Q: How has teaching a diverse stu-
dent population increased your knowl-
edge on the topic?
    A: I have a massive enthusiasm for 
human stories. I cannot emphasize 
enough how much I enjoy the wealth of 
experience and stories I have the oppor-
tunity to hear and share in with students 
from one semester to the next. I always 
start out each class by telling students, 
‘you are here to learn from me as much 
as I am here to learn from you.” I believe 
this helps all of us to grow together in 
our efforts towards understanding and 
respecting one another. I am extremely 
grateful for the diversity that exists at 
Montclair State and the openness to 
sharing in the teachings of world wis-
dom traditions. The diversity of students 
helps make me a better person and 
develop a deeper understanding for the 
work that I am doing.
      Q: What can we all do to bridge the 
gap between people of all religions or 
beliefs?
      A: We need to authentically respect 
one another more. Appreciate our 
differences and agree to disagree. What 
is right for one person does not have to 
be right for another. Two of the biggest 
problems I see with religion right now 
can be found within identity divisions 
and cultural appropriation. Without 
taking the time to foster authentic learn-
ing experiences that consist of knowl-
edge, respect and sharing within and 
between world wisdom traditions. The 
wisdom required to address animosity, 
violence and spiritual deprivation will 
be absent in the establishment of gen-
uine understanding. A lack of genuine 
understanding and authentic sharing 
will only deepen what are already large-
sized individual, cultural, spiritual and 
religious divides.
      Q: What is the biggest benefit of 
studying world cultures aside from 
one’s own?
       A: The biggest benefit of studying 
and participating in world cultures aside 
from my own is having the opportunity 
to learn, see and deeply experience life 
through the head, heart, hands and spirit 
of others. To learn about celebrating our 
uniqueness, similarity and difference in 
a respectful and sharing way. Being alive 
is an amazing yet brief opportunity to 
experience our lives in relationship with 
the cosmos. My only regret is that I will 
not be alive long enough to learn every-
thing there is to learn from others about 
what living on a planet we have come to 
call ‘Earth’ is all about.
Chanila German |  The  Montclarion
Chanila German | The  Montclarion
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view courses at montclair.edu/summer
Get one step closer 
to your degree 
this summer.
Carly Henriquez | The  Montclarion
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A deer crossing sign on Valley Road near Montclair State University. 
Contact montclarionfeature@gmail.com for more information.
Deer Humans, Beware of the Roadkill
Carly Henriquez
Contributing Writer
         It is fairly common for one to come 
across roadkill or even a vehicle being hit 
by a deer at Montclair State University. 
“The deer population across New Jersey 
is higher than average this year,” said 
Capt. Kieran Barrett from the Universi-
ty Police Department. “As such and as 
sometimes their habitats are developed, 
they do tend to wander into less safe 
areas for them.”
        According to usnews.org, Montclair 
State is known as a commuter school 
with over 73 percent of the student body 
population owning a vehicle which 
they use on their daily commute. This 
combined with the campus’ 252 acres of 
land makes the outcome of hitting deer 
common.
      A deer was killed on the corner of 
Ridge Road and Reservoir Drive near 
Montclair State on Feb. 7. The animal 
became unrecognizable after being left on 
the side of the road for several days and 
being buried by snow. It was only until 
several days after its death that the deer 
was removed from the premises. 
    Last semester on Nov. 14, 2017, a 
dead deer lying on the side of the road 
on Clove Road across from Sinatra Hall 
caused major traffic for bus shuttles and 
drivers.
        Barrett confirmed that incidents re-
lated to cars striking a deer are relatively 
low and are normally not on campus 
roads but rather on adjacent roads such 
as Clove Road and Valley Road.
      However, this does not mean that 
accidents do not occur on campus.
Students, such as junior biology major 
Will Serrano, have faced this situation.
        “It was just one deer that was hiding 
in between the cars, and it just jumped 
out of nowhere,” Serrano said.    “It 
scratched my car. I believe I broke the 
deer’s left leg, but it was very much 
alive.”
         The incident between Serrano and 
the deer occurred on Upper Mountain 
Ave near Whole Foods Market this 
semester. When Serrano was questioned 
why he thought deer randomly jump 
onto busy streets, he jokingly said that 
the deer probably have a small IQ.
      Senior computer science major Is-
mail Belmouh was scared half to death 
after hitting a couple of deer near Yogi 
Bear Stadium after his soccer practice.
       “It all happened so fast,” Belmouh 
said. “I was casually driving one mo-
ment and the next two deer slammed 
my car right in front of me. I hit them, 
and they fell down but got up.”
        Many students have had close en-
counters with deer and have addressed 
their concerns on the roadkill that they 
have seen, such as senior biology major 
Emily Cruz.
       Animals are important wheth-
er they’re dead or alive,” Cruz said. 
“Everyone has to do something to raise 
awareness because this can’t keep hap-
pening each semester.”
      Cruz suggested the university 
should start a wildlife protection society 
group on campus and to make an-
nouncements notifying students to be 
cautious when driving.
     Many incidents of deer hitting go un-
reported and Barrett said an estimated 
average of 3-4 occurrences are reported 
in a year.
     “As mentioned largely, we have 
people that hit a deer and continue on, 
and then we might receive a call that 
there is an injured deer on a roadway,” 
Barrett said.
      When asked to address the lack of 
deer caution signs, Barrett agreed that 
signage may help the situation. How-
ever, his biggest concern comes from 
the attentive driving conditions on the 
roadways.
      “Using technology while driving 
only adds to the problem,” Barrett said. 
“As you can imagine nobody can con-
trol the actions of the deer.”
Help Wanted Help Wanted
ALL MAJORS / ESPECIALLY EDUCATION, 
PSYCH, & SOC. / SUMMER CAMP JOBS / 
BERGEN COUNTY, NJ
 Ramapo Country Day Camp is looking for col-
lege counselors to give campers the best summer 
ever.  Camp Dates: June 25-August 17 M-F 9-4.  
The working environment is enjoyable, creative, 
positive, and perfect for the summer. A huge 
resume booster for teachers.  You’ll gain valuable 
classroom experience with a specific age group. 
We are looking for people who see camp as 
something they “get to do”, not “have to do”. 
Email: brian@ramapocamp  Call: 201-444-7144  
See a video of us in action at: 
 www.ramapocamp.com
TUTOR NEEDED / MONTCLAIR AREA
Are you studying education? We are looking for 
a tutor who is an experienced, expert, and enthu-
siastic MSU student who is on track to work in 
the field. Our son is in 9th grade at Montclair HS 
and needs support for completing homework in 
all subjects, test preparation, and most specifi-
cally support with organization and attention 
skills. If interested please email: 
jillian@jillianpransky.com
$15 / PERSONAL ASSISTANT / TOWACO
Help for professional, small business owner in 
home. Immediate start. Flexible hours – hoping 
for late afternoon Mon-Fri, possible Sat morning. 
Looking for responsible person with computer 
skills to do organizing, paperwork, and small 
errands. Must drive and like dogs. Recommen-
dations/references requested. If interested please 
email besite@gmail.com or text 201-759-5955
BABYSITTER NEEDED/ GLEN RIDGE
For all education and communication sciences 
majors looking for practical experience working 
with a non-verbal child – our family is seeking 
a regular sitter to watch our 9 yr old daugh-
ter (with ASD diagnosis, using AAC device), 
and occasionally her 7 and 5 year old typical 
siblings. We will need someone most Wednesday 
evenings, ~4-7pm, and some weekends. Ideally 
you would be available 2-3 additional weekend 
days/evenings per month, in addition to the 
Wednesday time. If interested, please email: 
jocelieb@yahoo.com
Classifieds
Help Wanted For Rent/Other
themontclarion.org
SEEKING AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER 
STARTING MID JANUARY
Looking for reliable after-school babysitter to 
pick up our 7-year-old daughter from bus or 
school in Montclair, 3:30-6:30, starting in mid-
January. You’ll help with homework, dinner 
prep, bath and creative play. Occasional addi-
tional hours available, if desired, for date nights, 
etc. Sitter must have clean driving record and 
great local references. If interested, please email 
Michelle at: 
thegoldenmichelle@gmail.com
$15 / BABYSITTER NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Seeking babysitter for after school 2:30pm-
4:30pm on Wed & Thurs. Will need to pick my 
daughter up from Montclair High School. $15 
per hour. Please call Mary Kate at 973-865-9769.
NANNY NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Looking for a nanny for boy and girl (ages 
5-1/2 and 4). Responsibilities include picking 
up at school , transporting to and from after 
school activities in Montclair when needed, 
helping with homework, preparing dinner & 
baths. More hours available if desired on an as 
needed basis. Regular hours are 3:15-6:30Mon-
day through Friday, 3 days weekly minimum. 
Prior experience with children is essential, use 
of own reliable vehicle required. If interested, 
please email: 
pkfaber@gmail.com
FURNITURE FOR SALE
$220 for a sofa and chair set / $125 for a kichen 
table set. The sofa and chair set with an ottoman 
are in excellent condition. The wooden kitchen 
table comes with bench and 2 chairs that are 
also in good condition. If interested please call: 
973 507 6994 or 
973 635 0887
ACTION TOGETHER NEW JERSEY 
Tired of current politics? Want to see climate, 
equality and human rights prioritized?  BE the 
change!  Join, choose a team based on your 
interests, and help (or follow along)! Check out:  
http://www.atnj.org!
$35 / MATH TUTOR & HOMEWORK TUTOR 
NEEDED / GLEN RIDGE
Looking for a fun and upbeat Montclair State 
University student who is interested in tutor-
ing my son in Math and help him with his 
homework. My son is in 9th Grade at Glen Ridge 
High School. A male tutor is preferred, as we 
feel like this would be a better fit. He should be 
available in the afternoon/early evening twice 
or three times a week. If interested please email: 
Dworak@verizon.net
$15 / CLEANING PEOPLE
Looking for people to clean and organize a 
home. Tasks include scrubbing tub, steaming 
floors, etc. All materials for this job are supplied. 
If interested, please contact Lucy at: 201-306-6030
$15/HR / CHILD CARE / BLOOMFIELD
We are looking for a loving, fun, and reliable 
student to help out 2-3 nights per week with 
dinner/lunch prep and picking our 1.5 year 
old son up from daycare (a short walk from our 
house), feeding him dinner, and starting bedtime 
routine. Days and hours are negotiable. Gener-
ally M, W, F from 4-7pm. The first hour would be 
dinner prep and light chores around the house 
like putting son’s laundry away, then pick him 
up around 5 for play, dinner, getting ready for 
bed. Occasional additional hours available, if 
desired, for date nights, etc as needed. Must have 
prior baby sitting experience, specifically with 
toddlers.  No car/driving required, but parking 
is readily available. We are located next to Brook-
dale Park off the 72 bus line. If interested, please 
email: shelleycolon@yahoo.com
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS 
FROM MSU
Female students: Fall Room Rentals  2016 school 
year. Furnished – across from campus.  Internet  
included. Singles or shared.  Available NOW. 
Call: (973) 778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3 mins. 
walk to MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973) 819-
0334, Sun-Sat, 5am-8pm ONLY.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUGGLING? 
HEALING, HOPE AND HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 (TALK) at any time 
to speak to a counselor and get support.  You 
can also connect to the Crisis Text Line by 
texting “Hello” to 741-741 to be connected to a 
counselor.  All services are free, confidential and 
available  24/ 7 for anyone in crisis.
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New Restaurant Opening – Now Hiring All Positions! 
Hurricane Sports Grill is opening their 1st location in NJ.  Looking for a 
fun, new career opportunity or flexible schedule while taking classes?  
We are looking for lively, outgoing and upbeat talent! 
Positions include bartenders, servers, hosts and kitchen team members.  
We are located close to campus! 
1530 Route 46 West, Woodland Park 
(Plaza 46 next to Kohl’s, Barnes & Noble and Fairway) 
Come be part of this exciting endeavor and join our team today! 
Apply online @ ziprecruiter.com OR 
Send your resume to jobs@sportsgrillusa.com 
Montclarion
The
SPORTS
WANT 
TO BE A 
SPORTS 
WRITER?
Cover all the touchdowns, 
goals, and everything in between.
Contact MontclarionSports@gmail.com 
for more information.
Vaniele Casimir | The Montclarion
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Open Campus is Open to Danger
Campus 
VoiCes:
In light of 
the recent      
shootings, 
how do you 
feel about      
Montclair State 
University    
being an open 
campus?
“I think that the school should 
be gated for more security. 
There should at least be a 24-
hour guard to go around the 
school or at least more Mont-
clair State police patrolling 
the area.”
- Aliza Sherman
Marketing
Senior
“It think it’s nice knowing we 
have an open campus, but be-
cause of everything that’s hap-
pening as of late, I don’t feel at 
ease. I don’t see as much police 
presence in this open area. Not 
to say that they are not doing 
their job, just in relation to ev-
erything that is happening.”
- Joseph Tornquist
Violin Performance
Senior
“I feel like Montclair [State] be-
ing an open campus is a great 
thing. In regards to the police 
on campus, they’re very aware 
of their jobs and I think that 
they really fulfill their jobs bet-
ter than most campuses. I feel 
like other campuses are not as 
secure as Montclair [State] is.” 
- Angelina Epsaro
Accounting
Sophomore
“When it comes to guns on 
an open campus, I have the 
utmost faith in the Montclair 
State Police Department. I feel 
like they are attentive. I think 
that an open campus is neces-
sary to an open college envi-
ronment. The point of college 
is this freedom you experience 
in becoming an adult. Pres-
suring students with security 
checks is almost taking away 
from the freedom at college.”
- Stephen Rumbolo
Political Science
Sophomore
   
n Wednesday, Feb. 14, 
Nikolas Cruz carried a duf-
fel bag, backpack and a semi-
automatic AR-15 rifle to Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida. 
ABC reports that there already 
have been about 30 mass 
shootings this year alone, and 
we are only in February. Now 
students must once again 
question their confidence in 
their level of safety, especially 
students on open campuses, 
like Montclair State Univer-
sity.
    The tragedy in Florida fol-
lows a horrific cycle of school 
massacres. From Columbine 
High School to Sandy Hook 
Elementary School, school 
shootings have occurred in 
elementary schools, high 
schools and even college cam-
puses. The Virginia Tech Insti-
tute massacre in 2007 claimed 
the lives of 33 people (includ-
ing the shooter) on the univer-
sity’s campus.
    Like Virginia Tech, Mont-
clair State is also public, where 
almost anyone can come on 
campus. Vendors, solicitors, 
strangers using the comput-
ers in the library and others 
are featured on the Red Hawk 
Rap Sheet. While the univer-
sity does have policies that are 
available on the Montclair State 
website, it seems as if they are 
not being implemented. There 
are no gates, no one checking 
school IDs and not enough se-
curity personnel around cam-
pus. Taking these deficiencies 
into account, Montclair State 
could be just as vulnerable as 
Douglas High School.
  “Sometimes I sit in the uni-
versity lecture halls and imag-
ine where I’d hide if someone 
walked in,” said freshman 
psychology major Izzy Co-
lombo.
   Many students like Izzy are 
concerned for their safety on 
this campus. However, since 
Montclair State is such a beau-
tiful, open environment, there 
are few students who want 
to lose their sense of freedom 
to security checks and gates. 
There is also the issue of the 
cost of hiring enough security 
personnel to cover 486 acres of 
campus and placing enough 
cameras in every building and 
entrance. This begs the ques-
tion: what can Montclair State 
University do to ensure the se-
curity of their students?
    The answer is unclear. 
Frankly, the issue of gun vio-
lence on both high school and 
college campuses comes down 
to federal laws and regulations 
on guns. The federal govern-
ment needs to pass legislation 
which inhibits the purchase 
of guns or establishes checks 
for guns. It is not enough for 
Montclair State officials to just 
hire more guards. It is not even 
enough for Gov. Phil Murphy 
to push for legislation that 
further tightens gun laws, be-
cause people can simply bring 
in guns from other states. This 
O is a U.S issue, and the U.S. 
needs to solve it.
    Unfortunately, this fact does 
not offer students any peace of 
mind. The best course of action 
may be to forgo extra guards, 
but we must ensure that the 
current security detail is even-
ly distributed throughout the 
campus. Montclair State offi-
cials should also make it a pri-
ority to check that every single 
camera is functional. In this 
way, though the campus may 
not be perfectly safe — and 
truthfully no campus can ever 
be perfectly safe — Montclair 
State University will continue 
to provide their students some 
semblance of proper safety.
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A Day in the Life of a 
Commuter Student
ommuting to 
college is not an 
easy task, let me tell 
you. Being a fresh-
man, I have had to 
adjust to college life 
and a college sched-
ule all while bat-
tling the relentless 
Route 80 traffic on my drive to school 
everyday. Most mornings, I wake up 
in a huff, dress quickly and hoping to 
spare enough time to grab a coffee at 
Dunkin’ Donuts before my 20-minute 
drive to Montclair State University.
   My typical day begins with the shrill 
sound of my iPhone alarm clock wak-
ing me up from a sound sleep at 6:30 
a.m. or 8:30 a.m., depending on the class 
that day. I check the weather to make 
sure I am prepared for what Mother 
Nature has in store for me that day. If 
it is raining, I make sure to take an um-
brella. If it is snowing, I throw on my 
snow boots. I hustle to school, battling 
the traffic and make it to Montclair usu-
ally cutting it close and rushing to class, 
red faced and overwhelmed.
    Do not get me started on the parking 
situation. Although usually my own 
fault due to poor time management on 
any given day, CarParc Diem can be a 
nightmare when you need a spot and 
have to frantically ride up and down 
the eight level garage panicking that 
you will be late to class. 
   I have improved my time manage-
ment skills considerably and that is a 
part of being a commuter. You must 
make adjustments to your routine to 
make the day run smoothly. Make sure 
that you always give your self ample 
time to find parking. I have discovered 
that time management is key to being a 
successful commuter student.
   Being a commuter student does have 
plenty of benefits. I enjoy leaving cam-
pus after a long day of classes and 
heading home for some relaxation. I 
believe that most commuter students 
are dedicated and driven to succeed 
because of the effort it takes to attend 
college. Unlike high school, in college, 
commuter students come from many 
different counties in New Jersey and 
must plan ahead to make for a smooth 
commute.
  After class on the days where I am 
on campus, I make sure to stop by the 
Student Center to see if there are any 
events going on. I believe that com-
muter students must be proactive and 
attend events, joins clubs and get in-
volved to make the most of the college 
experience. 
   It is especially important for commut-
ers to pay attention to the Red Hawk 
News emails because they list events 
and campuswide activities for all stu-
dents to get involved in. The Commuter 
Street Team is a great way for commut-
ers to get the most out of their experi-
ence here at Montclair State. Events are 
always going on.
   Furthermore, as a commuter student, 
I can honestly say that I am fully in-
volved with my college experience. I 
have learned how to successfully adapt 
to a new schedule and have made ad-
justments to succeed both academically 
and socially. I wish the same for all you 
commuters here at Montclair State.
JESSE SANZARI
STAFF WRITER
Jesse Sanzari, a journalism major, is in her first 
year as a staff writer for The Montclarion. 
C
24/7 Trump Media or 
Actual News?
      Thumbs Up
Parkland students speaking up
Black Panther raises $235 million at the 
box office
Isadora Williams qualifies for the free 
skate in the 2018 Winter Olympics 
50 girls missing from northen Nigeria 
after a Boko Haram attack
Fergie’s national anthem performance
Billy Graham dies at 99
Thumbs Down
s many 
college students 
struggle to get their 
homework done, 
socialize and eat 
three meals a day, it 
can be tough to find 
time to turn on our 
televisions and stay 
in touch with what 
is going on in the 
world. However, there is one name we 
continue to see pop up on every single 
channel or social media platform: Don-
ald J. Trump. 
   It is already tough enough to find 
time to watch television. It gets tir-
ing to see the same news story on TV 
about Russian collusion or President 
Trump being accused of having an af-
fair with a pornographic actor. It seems 
like broadcasting companies have be-
come lazy with their reporting because 
of Trump’s constant media attention 
rather than local news. 
  The industry feeds off of Trump’s 
every move. They continue to put his 
name in every single headline, even 
though he is such an unconventional 
president and person in general. At a 
certain point, you would think that the 
broadcasting companies such as CNN, 
NBC and Fox would care about their 
audience. Seemingly, they do not.
  Just two weeks ago in South Caro-
lina, an Amtrak train derailed causing 
two people to be killed and around 
100 people to be injured. The headline 
only lasted for a few hours and then it 
went right back to Trump. An event 
like that, where people were actually 
killed, was pushed off the air because 
of what Trump may have tweeted or 
done within the administration. 
   Are Trump’s tweets really that impor-
tant? Do companies like CNN, NBC or 
Fox need to have immediate coverage 
when the president decides to twiddle 
his fingers on his smartphone screen?
   When will it stop? 
    As most of the media coverage focus-
es on Trump, I have started to wonder 
why he keeps adding on to the mess 
that he has already created. It is simple: 
he loves the attention and feeds off of it. 
    Just like how the more attention 
we give a child or the more we spoil 
the child, the more it wants, the same 
thing is true for Trump. The more the 
media pays attention to his meaning-
less tweets, the more he will want to 
attack the media. He already has his 
presidency as a platform, why give him 
another that makes his voice even more 
powerful? 
      The Florida school shooting was one 
of the few events recently that was cov-
ered by news organizations not pushed 
off air because of Trump. It actually 
stayed on air because of the reoccurring 
problem that remains relevant in this 
country: gun control. In the aftermath 
of the shooting, the younger genera-
tion and its victims spoke up about the 
injustices of this country and how it is 
time for everyone to speak up for what 
we believe in.
    For a change, I want to see a head-
line that does not involve Trump. Let 
us focus on the news that involves 
the people of our country rather than 
on someone who has been accused of 
sexual harassment and rape and who is 
supposedly “leading” us by reading off 
of a teleprompter. 
     No longer will the younger genera-
tion sit back and accept the irrelevant 
media coverage of a man who does not 
represent the entire country.
SUNAH 
CHOUDHRY
ASSISTANT         
FEATURE EDITOR
Sunah Choudry, a journalism major, is in her first 
year as assistant feature editor for The Montclarion. 
A
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Student Artist Profile 
Kristy Lim
Senior English major Kristy Lim is in the 
P-12 Dual Degree/Dual Certification In-
clusive Education Program at Montclair 
State University. She is also the poetry 
editor of The Normal Review, the campus 
literary arts magazine. Lim is very proud 
to be a part of an organization that gives 
student artists a platform for their work, 
including herself — a writer and photog-
rapher.
Q: What makes you an artist?
A: I would consider myself an artist 
because I try to express my thoughts 
and feelings in creative ways. I often 
use similes, metaphors and symbol-
ism to represent my ideas in writing. 
I try to photograph scenes that evoke 
emotion. I also believe that a big part 
of being an artist is intention. For 
example, I wouldn’t consider some-
one who mindlessly snaps pictures 
of their friends to be an artist, but I 
think that someone who spends time 
carefully photographing a sunset is 
an artist.
Q: How has Montclair State fostered 
you as an artist?
A: I believe that great writers must 
read great books. Sometimes great 
books come from genres that you 
would never pick up yourself. I have 
had opportunities to read books from 
a variety of genres because of my En-
glish classes, and I am grateful for 
that because they have expanded my 
views on writing and literature. For 
example, I never liked reading plays 
prior to my college career. After I 
read ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ in 
my American drama class, I saw that 
plays could be just as enjoyable as 
novels.
     I also think that you must practice 
in order to become a better writer. As 
an English major, I have certainly had 
plenty of opportunities to write and 
receive feedback about my work. Be-
ing a member of The Normal Review 
for four years has helped me improve 
my creative writing because it has 
motivated me to write more.
Q: Describe your proudest works. 
A: One of my poems was recent-
ly published in an anthology called 
‘New Jersey’s Best Emerging Poets.’ 
The publishing house found one of 
my poems in an edition of The Nor-
mal Review and asked me to submit 
it. I never expected to be ‘discovered’ 
as a writer, and I’m very grateful for 
the opportunity to share my voice.
Q: What or whom inspires you?
A: I know that this story is fairly 
they can do it, why not us?”
Q: Where do you draw your inspira-
tion from when you write?
A: I am inspired by nature and outer 
space. I’m drawn to the beauty of au-
tumn trees, oceans and colorful sun-
sets. I am also fascinated with outer 
space, and I often include referenc-
es to it in my poetry and prose. If I 
had the brains to be an astronomer, 
I would be, but science has always 
been challenging for me. At least I 
can compromise by using space met-
aphors in my writing. I think that the 
mysteries of the outer world motivate 
me to explore them.
Q: How long have you been passion-
ate about writing?
A: I have been passionate about writ-
ing since I was in fourth grade, and 
I have been passionate about photog-
raphy since I was in ninth grade. My 
first story revolved around a purple 
hero named Super Cat—thankfully I 
can say that my writing has evolved 
since then. Now I often write about 
nature, outer space and challenging 
life issues that come my way. As for 
my photography, I’ve always taken 
pictures of nature.
Q: What are your long and short 
term goals?
A: My short-term goals are to grad-
uate with my bachelor’s this spring 
and with my master’s next year. I’d 
also like to have a teaching position 
secured by the time I graduate. My 
long-term goals are to make an im-
pact on my future students and to be 
a published writer. I know that I have 
a long and difficult journey ahead of 
me, but I’m excited to keep working 
at my craft until I’m ready to publish.
common for writers of my genera-
tion, but J.K. Rowling inspired me to 
write through the Harry Potter books 
and her personal life story. Rowling 
had all of the odds stacked against 
her while trying to establish her ca-
reer: she had no money, no job, had 
to raise a baby as a single mom, bat-
tled severe depression and faced re-
jection from a dozen publishers. But 
she believed that her story was worth 
telling, and she pushed through all 
of those obstacles. Now Harry Potter 
is one of the most well-known book 
series in history. Rowling taught me 
that if you work hard and believe in 
yourself, then you can accomplish 
anything. So when people tell me that 
I’ll never be successful as a writer, I 
always keep this Harry Potter quote 
in mind: “Every great wizard in his-
tory has started out as nothing more 
than what we are now: students. If 
Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
Senior English major Kristy Lim poses with last semester’s edition of  The Normal Review on their bulle-
tin board in the Student Center. Their main office is located at Dickson Hall room 346.
Kristy Lim poses outside of the Center of Environmental and Life Sciences building.
Photo courtesy of Kristy Lim
Jenn Harrison from Fairleigh Dickinson University poses at Palisades Interstate Park 
for Kristy Lim in October of 2017.
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‘After Hours’ Screenwriter Joe Minion Joins 
Film Institute’s Sundays with Scorsese
     This Sunday, the Film Institute at Montclair 
State University continued their Sundays with 
Scorsese event that features a four-part screen-
ing and discussion panel at the School of Com-
munication and Media. Film critic and host Ste-
phen Whitty presented “After Hours” (1985) 
with special guest Joe Minion, the screenwriter 
of the film.
     Griffin Dunne stars as Paul Hackett, a word 
processor who travels to Manhattan’s Soho 
District where he meets the very attractive 
yet disturbing Marcy, played by Rosanna Ar-
quette. As Paul goes deeper into Marcy’s cra-
zy world, he finds himself in the middle of the 
worst night of his life.
     After the screening, Whitty welcomed Min-
ion to answer some questions about his thought 
process when writing the script for “After 
Hours.” Minion was very inspired by one of 
his favorite directors, Roman Polanski, and his 
film, “The Tenant.” Minion compared how he 
admires Polanski’s “The Tenant” to how film 
students today admire Scorsese’s “Taxi Driv-
er.”
     Minion also noted how he got inspiration 
from the Carol Reed film noir, “Odd Man Out.” 
He explained how he was inspired by James 
Mason’s character that was constantly on the 
Collin De Lade | The MontclarionFilm critic Stephen Whitty talks to “After Hours” screenwriter Joe Minion about his experiences writing the film.
run and how the film takes place entirely at night.
     Minion moved on to talk about his personal 
inspiration for the film. He examined his fictional 
story of Paul Hackett’s struggle to get back home 
during one wild night to his own real-life difficul-
ty trying to buy an apartment in New York when 
he was younger. Looking back at his life, he re-
called how he was obsessed with trying to find his 
home in New York.
     “It was really driving me crazy,” Minion said. 
“I felt this sort of rejection of trying and failing to 
get a home. That was the most important thing 
that I had first. I got to have a piece of mind, I 
got to have this place to hang my hat and I didn’t 
have that.”
     Minion later explained how he felt this fear 
of not having a place in New York City and ex-
pressed it within the character of Paul Hackett, 
who represented his anxiety of the city rejecting 
him. Instead of bottling up his fears of failing to 
succeed in New York, Minion wrote a screenplay 
about a character experiencing the dread and hor-
rors similar to his.
     Audience members got a chance to ask the fa-
mous screenwriter questions, which brought out 
some insight as to how Minion writes. One ques-
tion asked involved who the character Julie was 
inspired by. 
     “I’m Julie,” Minion said. “All the characters are 
parts of me.” 
     Minion integrated his own personal traits 
into the characters he wrote. Another question 
for Minion was how he came up with the wild 
and crazy situations in the film. 
     “Craziness comes easily to me,” Minion said. 
“Humor and laughter are what I find difficult 
to write.”
     Many Montclair State students had very 
kind words to say about Minion’s discussion 
and the screening overall, including senior 
television and digital media majors Greg Mill-
er and Annette Roldan as well as audio and 
sound design major Amanda Siess.
     Having not seen the movie prior, they had 
no idea what they were coming into or what 
to expect. They admitted that they were not 
completely sold at first, but as the movie pro-
gressed, they found the dark comedy to be 
very enjoyable. The group of students found it 
interesting to learn how Minion got the ideas 
for the chaotic feeling of the film and how he 
established the characters.
The final screening of Sundays with Scorsese 
is this Sunday, Feb. 25 from 2-5 p.m. in the 
School of Communication and Media Presenta-
tion Hall. Whitty will be diving into Scorsese’s 
“Goodfellas.”
Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
Collin De Lade | The Montclarion
Left to right: Senior television production majors Greg Miller and Annette Roldan as well 
as senior audio and sound design major Amanda Siess attend Sundays with Scorsese’s 
viewing of “After Hours.”
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
“After Hours” is directed by Martin Scorsese and stars Griffin Dunne and Rosanna 
Arquette. 
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Lupita Nyong’o co-stars as Nakia in “Black Panther.
Black Panther
Chadwick Boseman stars as the title character in “Black Panther.”
Wakanda Forever: Movie Review
     The most recent Marvel Studios film, “Black 
Panther,” stars Chadwick Boseman as fictional 
character T’Challa, and it has finally hit theaters. 
     The film focuses on T’Challa’s becoming king of 
the fictional nation of Wakanda. The film’s direc-
tor, Ryan Coogler, uses the film as an opportunity 
to create a political thriller reminiscent of James 
Bond films. This film proves itself different from 
others by Marvel Studios. 
     The politics in “Black Panther” are integral to 
the plot of the film. One aspect that makes its po-
litical commentary that much more pronounced is 
its fundamental tension between the state and its 
people. This is crucial because the film has a story 
that involves overarching conflicts between two 
characters: Black Panther and Killmonger. It also 
gives emphasis to drastic changes to help preserve 
the common good.
     “Black Panther” has a very presentable antag-
onist who is well fleshed out, as opposed to other 
Marvel films such as “Avengers: Age of Ultron,” 
“Guardians of the Galaxy” or “Iron Man 3,” all of 
which have underdeveloped or one-sided villains. 
“Black Panther” is one of the few Marvel films that 
has better-developed antagonists. The character 
Killmonger, played by actor Michael B. Jordan, 
has a very strong motive within the context of the 
story.
     Another protagonist starring in the film is Ul-
ysses Klaue, played by Andy Serkis, who is dis-
played better than most Marvel Universe villains. 
The film establishes a long-term relationship/con-
nection that the antagonist has with the protago-
nists. Although he may not be considered better 
than Killmonger, he still displays a deranged in-
dividual with a complex moral compass in which 
he despises hypocrisy. This later serves as a major 
climax for “Black Panther.” It’s one of the few roles 
where Serkis portrays a character that isn’t under 
a motion capture suit like Caesar in the “Planet of 
the Apes” film series or Gollum in the “Lord of the 
Rings” films. It gives the audience a chance to see 
Serkis’ acting capabilities and facial expressions 
without the use of CGI.
     The action sequences in “Black Panther” are 
major spectacles. Most Marvel films establish 
their action predominantly with the help of CGI, 
but “Black Panther” uses both graphics and fight 
choreography for the action sequences. The direc-
tor shows Boseman using both advanced technol-
ogy and acrobatic hand-to-hand combat. Seeing 
them used in close combat makes the visual ef-
fects much more interesting and enjoyable.
     The film does have some minor flaws in the 
final battle. The CGI makes the final fight between 
Black Panther and Killmonger look a little too car-
toonish and not very convincing to the eye. 
     Additionally, the supporting characters of the 
film are not as fleshed out as the director might 
have wanted them to be. For example, Martin 
Freeman’s character, Everett Ross, was made to 
play an important role in the film by playing an 
agent that connects the protagonist to the outside 
world of his continent. It shows that the director 
wrote him down as an important character but he 
did not make him rise to the same level as most of 
the other characters in the film.
     Overall, “Black Panther” does a fantastic job 
of being a self-contained film. Most Marvel Uni-
verse films like “Spider-Man: Homecoming” 
would require the audience to watch previous 
films. Although Boseman did portray the char-
acter in “Captain America: Civil War” and Serkis 
his character in “Avengers: Age of Ultron,” the 
film explains the events of both through indirect 
references and is not connected to the events of 
both films.
     “Black Panther” is a game changer for the Mar-
vel Universe, placing political commentary at the 
forefront while still yielding a wonderfully enter-
taining and crowd pleasing film.
Alex Centeno
Contributing Writer
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‘Black Panther: The Album’ Captures the Essence of the Film
     Rapper Kendrick Lamar has proven to be one of 
the best artists today, with acclaimed albums such 
as “Good Kid, M.A.A.D City,” “To Pimp a Butter-
fly” and “Damn.” Now, as producer of the highly 
anticipated “Black Panther” soundtrack, he has 
created something special. 
     In each of the 14 songs in the album, he is in-
volved in some way; either as lead singer, chorus 
member or featured with someone.
     The “Black Panther” soundtrack was released 
a week prior to the release of the Marvel film. The 
moment it was announced that Lamar was going 
to produce and star in the album, there was an-
ticipation and hype surrounding it. The fact that 
Lamar was going to work on a soundtrack for the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe was something differ-
ent, which made a lot of people intrigued, includ-
ing myself. 
     I listened to it the Friday it was released, and af-
ter listening to it, I knew right away that I had just 
listened to one of the best albums of 2018.
     It’s only February, but I can guarantee that this 
will be on my best albums of 2018 list. Every song 
on the album is incredibly catchy, meaningful and 
has immense replay value. Each song transitions 
smoothly into the next one while telling its own 
separate story. The fact that various artists worked 
on this album was beneficial because it almost 
guaranteed that every song has its own unique, authen-
tic rhythm.
     The album starts off with the song “Black Panther” by 
Lamar, which is approximately two minutes and forty 
seconds long. Despite that run time, it is a strong open-
er to the album, not only because of the catchiness of 
the song, but because of the meanings it conveys. 
The song goes hand in hand with the Black Pan-
ther character as it talks about the burden of lead-
ing people and draws parallels with the film. A lot 
of these songs leave a bigger impact after one has 
seen the film; it adds more layers and meaning to 
the songs.
     Some of the other artists in the album are SZA, 2 
Chainz, Khalid, Vince Staples, Jorja Smith, Future, 
Zacari, Travis Scott and The Weeknd. Many of these 
artists deliver songs that tackle themes explored in 
the film such as legacy, responsibility and culture. 
According to a recent review on Pitchfork.com, the 
film’s director, Ryan Coogler, has always wanted 
to collaborate with Lamar. I am glad his wish came 
true because these two artists are dynamic.
     Currently, this album debuted #1 on The Top 
Billboard 200, and rightfully so. The entire album 
is great and there is not a single best track. Some 
of the standouts on the album are “All the Stars,” 
“Opps,” “I Am,” “Pray for Me” and “Redemption.” 
My personal favorite is “Paramedic!,” which con-
sists of Lamar and Zacari singing in the intro and 
SOB x RBE rapping for the rest of the song. This is 
a truly fantastic album, and I would highly recom-
mend it to those who have not listened to it yet.
Diego Coya
Staff Writer
The album cover for the “Black Panther” soundtrack is dark, featur-
ing his signature necklace. 
     For those following social media, it is obvi-
ous that “Black Panther” has been a smash hit 
with audiences of all ages and backgrounds. 
People around the country are raving about 
the groundbreaking film. It has an all-star 
cast matched with brilliant writing and action 
sequences. You don’t have to open an app to 
find the same level of excitement among the 
students at Montclair State University about 
the hottest superhero of the year, “Black Pan-
ther.”
     Boyscout Maguire, a sociology graduate 
student pursuing a masters in educational 
leadership with a concentration in higher 
education and student affairs, gives the film, 
“11/10.”
     Senior television production major Corey 
Smith thought the film was balanced. 
     “[‘Black Panther’ is] honestly one of the 
best Marvel movies I’ve seen in a long time,” 
Smith said. “Great acting, casting – all around 
great movie.”
     Stanley Wiercinski, a senior television pro-
duction major, raved about the movie.
     “’Black Panther’ had an amazing script with 
wonderful music and visuals,” Wiercinski 
said. “[The film] had one of my favorite Mar-
vel villains in recent years.”
     It is clear that “Black Panther” was more 
than just explosions and guns. The film al-
lowed for deeper thought and lots of insight 
into the meta of superhero films themselves.
     English graduate student Eric Najiman 
praised the movie.
     “I thought it was cool that the movie was 
more background than typical superhero 
movies,” Najiman said. “Like, I get that it’s 
basically an origin story, so it’s bound to be 
focused on the hero’s personal history, but 
I felt like it focused more on the mytholo-
gy surrounding the character itself. I liked 
that because it was kind of like pushing the 
boundaries of what a superhero movie can 
do.”
     What really makes “Black Panther” such 
a groundbreaking film is its social relevance 
and commentary.
     “It has concepts that a typical hero movie 
doesn’t talk about,” said senior psychology 
major Danielle Crespo. 
     Cultural significance means a lot to the stu-
dents of Montclair State, and it is clear “Black 
Panther” catered to this desire. 
    “No matter the character, everyone’s opin-
ions and beliefs were relevant and under-
standable in not only the movie, but today’s 
political climate as well,” Wiercinski said. 
     The students of Montclair State have come 
to the consensus on this “Black Panther” 
movie, and it is a hit – hands down.
Tiyana Merritt
Contributing Writer
Montclair State Reacts to ‘Black Panther’
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
Photo courtesy of IMDb.comMichael B. Jordan and Daniel Kaluuya co-star as Erik Killmonger and W’Kabi in “Black Panther.”
Angela Bassett plays Ramonda in “Black Panther.”
New Jersey’s Harborland Re-Releases Album
     A combination of Ameri-
can Football, Sunny Day Real 
Estate, Taking Back Sunday 
and strong, emotionally lu-
cid music, Harborland of 
Toms River, New Jersey has 
re-released their second al-
bum, “A Father’s Joy” to ex-
pose their music to a wider 
audience.
     The group, consisting of 
vocalist and guitarist Jimmy 
Mura and drummer Joey 
DiStefano, has made waves 
on the New Jersey music 
scene over the past few years 
with performances at a num-
ber of popular local venues, 
including the Brighton Bar 
in Long Branch, The Saint in 
Asbury Park as well as ven-
ues throughout the city.
     Frontman Mura recently 
spoke about the writing pro-
cess for the album.
     “The bulk of the album 
deals with a particularly diffi-
cult two-ish week span of my 
life,” Mura said. “I had gone 
through a super rough break 
up and that brought to light 
a myriad of mental health is-
sues that could no longer be 
ignored. I spent about a week 
in a mental hospital after a 
failed suicide attempt. In that 
time, I noticed how you can 
be completely surrounded 
by your loved ones and still 
feel completely alone.”
     For Mura, being able to 
channel his emotions into 
music turned his struggles 
into productivity. 
     “I find it almost therapeu-
tic to piece together the most 
horrible things I’ve ever felt 
in to something like a song 
and have the ability to say, 
‘Here. I was able to make 
something from this awful-
ness,’” Mura said. “ And 
that’s incredible.”
     The album starts off strong 
with “Prologue,” the first of 
three intermission tracks. It 
begins quietly, with melan-
choly guitars as Mura sings, 
“Every morning I catch my-
self in that six-foot mirror I 
bought you.” The track con-
jures up feelings of nostalgia 
and distant but still stinging 
heartbreak, setting the tone 
for the rest of the album.
     The drums kick in, and 
the track swells. “Prologue” 
gives way to “Five to Plac-
es,” the first full track, which 
kicks off this album’s array 
of guest performers with vo-
cals from fellow Toms River 
group, 18th & Addison. It 
is punchy, angry and full of 
huge pop-punk hooks.
     “Gave It Away” imme-
diately surprises with its 
acoustic palm-muted strum-
ming and harmonica, sound-
ing earthy and folksy.
     “Cabin Song” is instantly 
memorable, especially Mu-
ra’s emphatic cry of “I have 
to face myself.” It sounds 
very much like classic Mid-
west emo — as does the next 
track, “I Am the Astronaut.”
     “Interlude,” the next in-
termission track, makes an 
impression with its spoken 
word poetry delivered with 
genuine emotion: “Now I’ve 
spent another day up way 
too late perched on the side 
of my bed contemplating the 
next steps to take.”
     “Lifeboat” sets itself apart 
from the other tracks with its 
ominous piano chords, saxo-
phone by Megan Brenner and 
guitars by Ian Horahan. The 
fresh sounds create a somber 
mood. With its eerie tone and 
almost operatic vocals, it is 
the least conventional track 
on the album, making it one 
of the most memorable.
     It is followed by a track 
that could not be more unlike 
it. However, “The Catch” 
compliments it nicely with 
its speedy and garage rock 
Harborland re-releases their second album, “A Father’s Joy,“ which features 12 songs. 
Alex Valdes
Contributing Writer
Photo courtesy of Harborland.bandcamp.com
sound.
     “Meet Me in Montauk” is 
completely drum-free, fea-
turing only Mura’s guitar 
and vocals. The song is beau-
tiful, simple and poignant.
     “The Manhattan Project” 
starts off with this great post-
punky beat that evokes Met-
ric and The Killers. It features 
a duet between Mura and 
Sandra Ferreira. It is definite-
ly one of the album’s stron-
gest tracks.
     The penultimate track, “Ep-
ilogue” is more spoken-word 
goodness. It offers a cathar-
tic conclusion to the album’s 
narrative of heartbreak and 
reflection. There is a callback 
to the mirror mentioned in 
“Prologue” that brings ev-
erything all full circle.
     “St. Nowhere” ends the 
album on a high note — both 
musically and lyrically. In 
the outro, Mura sings, “Let 
this record serve as a guaran-
tee to those I love that while 
I tear my heart out from my 
chest, I will only ever at-
tempt to do so in a metaphor-
ical sense.”
     “A Father’s Joy” is great. 
The album is loud and pas-
sionate within the vein of 
several beloved pop punk 
and emo acts of the past 
20 years. Mura sings with 
heart-on-sleeve confidence 
throughout. It is free to 
stream on Spotify and is cer-
tainly worth a listen.
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Top Picks to Stream 
If there is a movie or TV show you want to recommend,
email montclarionentertainment@gmail.com
‘Mudbound’ on Netflix
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
     The revamp of 2003’s original “Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy” features a more diverse cast and raises many social issues. 
With five gay men leading makeovers for southern straight men, 
“Queer Eye” really delves into popular topics like gender equality 
and police brutality. Each episode features grand makeovers with 
a touch of an emotional journey from every man who is redfined 
by the five guys.
-Robert O’Connor
Assistant Entertainment Editor
‘Queer Eye’ on Netflix
-Haley Wells
Managing Editor
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
     Nominated for four Oscars, including 
best supporting actress for Mary J. Blige 
and the first female cinematographer 
to be recognized Rachel Morrison, Net-
flix has finally entered the awards race. 
An epic sprawling through the second 
World War, “Mudbound” explores two 
families, one white and one black, as 
they deal with their sons being sent to 
war and their eventual return. The film 
is simultaneously an intimate look into 
these characters and an epic examining 
of the war and its repercussions on the 
soldiers. 
     Dee Rees’ film uses multiple voiceovers 
so audiences can fully understand ev-
eryone’s perspectives. When something 
happens to one person, it affects every-
one from both families. “Mudbound” is 
beatifully shot and makes viewers feel as 
though they are in the Mississippi heat 
along with the characters. 
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This Week In
Red Hawk 
Sports
Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Women’s Hockey: 7
University of Pennsylvania: 6
No Games
Baseball at 
University of Mary Washington
2 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. 
The College of New Jersey
7 p.m.
SAT 2/24
SUN 2/25
Baseball at 
University of Mary Washington
1 p.m.
Women’s Lacrosse at 
York College of 
Pennsylvania
1 p.m.
Baseball at 
University of 
Mary Washington (DH)
1 p.m.
Baseball at 
University of 
Mary Washington (DH)
4 p.m.
MBB vs. Championship Game
Men’s Indoor Track vs. 
Fast Track Last Chance
in Staten Island, NY
TBA
Women’s Indoor Track vs. 
Fast Track Last Chance
in Staten Island, NY
TBA
Men’s Lacrosse at 
Dickinson College
2 p.m.
MON 2/26
No Games
TUE 2/27
No Games
WED 2/28
Women’s Lacrosse at 
Stevens Institute of 
Technology
4:30 p.m.
Men’s Lacrosse vs. 
Vassar College
6 p.m.
Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 77
Stockton University: 73 (OT)
THU 2/22
FRI 2/23
Sports
Montclair State softball player Elena Radesich is the third baseman in game action.
Bryanna Luciano
Assistant Sports Editor
     The French term deja vu 
is defined as “already seen.” 
When experiencing deja vu, it 
is often hard for people to dis-
tinguish whether what they are 
seeing has already happened or 
if it is current reality.
      An exact year after tearing 
her left anterior cruciate liga-
ment (ACL), what Montclair 
State softball member and 
sophomore business adminis-
tration major Elena Radesich 
thought was a bad case of deja 
vu on the field, instead turned 
out to be a horrible reality. 
     Radesich suffered the grue-
some injury during one of the 
most heated games on the Red 
Hawks’ schedule. The swampy 
and muddy mush of the dia-
mond at Ramapo College did 
not help the conditions of the 
game. This may have been a 
contribution toward the season-
ending crash Radesich took at 
third base.
      As a freshman, Radesich did 
not expect to have a starting 
position at the hot corner. Her 
major setback was that she was 
unable to participate in the fall 
season because she was still re-
covering from her torn ACL in 
her left knee.
      However, when spring 
training surfaced, Radesich 
was given the opportunity to 
showcase her offensive and de-
fensive skills on the field. After 
succeeding and meshing well 
with the infield squad, the 
freshman was awarded third 
base for the season.
      “I had delayed opportu-
nities, Radesich said. “I didn’t 
think I would start because 
many other girls were fighting 
for third base.”
      Radesich’s first ACL tear 
occurred on April 22, 2016. It 
was the second game of the 
season during her senior year 
at Valhalla High School. The 
humble stud led the softball 
team her entire career and bat-
ted at a powerhouse third po-
sition in the lineup.
      In the bottom of the first 
inning, Radesich dug her pe-
tite feet in the batter’s box and 
waited for a pitch to skyrocket 
into the outfield. After con-
necting with a tough screw 
ball, the ball dribbled off of the 
butt of the bat. She raced like 
a mustang down the first-base 
line but instead of beating out 
the dribbler, she collided full 
force with the first baseman.
      After the thunderous blow, 
Radesich was cemented with 
her face down in the sandy 
pebbles because of excruciat-
ing pain in her knee and the 
inability to move. She was im-
mediately transported from 
the field in a golf kart to the 
nearest Urgent Care.
       The youngest triplet was 
lucky enough to have her old-
er brother Kristopher at the 
game. He instantly called their 
parents Sadi and Roxann and 
their brother Vincent to meet at 
the medical center.
      “I knew something was 
wrong the minute I watched 
her drop,” Kristopher Radesich. 
“She never complains about 
pain so I had to stay calm on the 
outside.”
       After enduring a long day 
of several different diagnoses, 
Radesich was finally told by 
doctors the worst case scenario. 
She had torn her ACL in her left 
knee and on May 4, she went 
into surgery.
      A year later on May 2, 2017, 
the softball star shared another 
injury anniversary and tore her 
ACL for the second time, in-
stead in her right knee.
       This time, the damage took 
place at the top of the ninth in-
ning with a pressured 2-2 tied 
score. Radesich cleared a clean 
single through the infield and 
stole second base after a passed 
ball.
        A pitch later, the Red Hawks 
blasted a fiery shot to left field, 
and the freshman was waved by 
her head coach to home plate. 
After rounding third base, her 
metal cleat locked with the 
lip of the bag, and she took an 
earth shattering smack with the 
ground.
        “I felt my knee pop and just 
knew,” Radesich said. “Even 
though my mom told me to 
think positive, I knew it was my 
ACL.”
      After seeing doctors at the 
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Montclair State Softball Infielder looks to bounce back after serious injuries
training room in Panzer Ath-
letic Center, she was informed 
that it was an ACL tear in her 
right knee. Within the next two 
weeks, Elena went into another 
surgery on May 19.
       To start the new 2018 year 
fresh, Radesich was finally 
cleared to play Jan. 1. After suf-
fering back to back season end-
ing injuries, how does an ath-
lete still stay dedicated?
       Having a supportive fam-
ily is a huge factor. Her mother 
Roxann provided her daughter 
with endless cheesy baked ziti 
and positivity throughout the 
extensive cycle of both ACL 
tears.
       “When we heard ACL, I 
thought, ‘Oh no not again,’ but 
it’s fixable,” said Roxann Ra-
desich, mother of three. “You 
have to pray for those who have 
illnesses/injuries that are not 
fixable.”
       Her daughter is more than 
ready to strengthen her body 
and get back to diving on the 
dirty diamond. The talented 
stud ended her freshman season 
with 32 hits, two home runs, 29 
runs batted in and a .947 field-
ing percentage.
        “I am a little cautious for 
season because of my injuries,” 
Radesich said. “But I will still 
give it 110 and work hard to 
earn my spot again.”
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Red Hawks Win First-Ever 
Conference Championship
Women’s hockey tops UPenn 7-6 in DVCHC championship game
Anthony Paradiso
Assistant Sports Editor
     The Montclair State Univer-
sity women’s ice hockey team 
triumphed over the University 
of Pennsylvania (UPenn) 7-6 in 
the Delaware Valley Collegiate 
Hockey Conference (DVCHC) 
Sunday night.
     The Red Hawks’ had a first-
round bye in the conference 
playoffs and took advantage of 
it by defeating their semi-final 
opponent Loyola University 
10-5 Saturday afternoon.
     That win set them up to play 
the UPenn in the final, which 
was far from a cake walk for the 
Red Hawks who were down by 
two goals late in the third pe-
riod.
     The Red Hawks struggled 
to keep their penalties down all 
year long and that almost cost 
them the conference title. How-
ever, the Red Hawks won this 
game by doing what they have 
done best all year long: scoring 
goals at even strength.
     Head coach Dave Solomon 
described how his defense 
helped his team seal the victory 
after his team surrendered all 
five of their goals on the pen-
alty kill.
     “When other teams are look-
ing at our team, [they can see] 
Brittany [Meneghin is] our lead-
ing scorer, and they over-shad-
ow her only to realize there are 
three of our leading scorers on 
that line,” Solomon said.
     Senior forward Brittany 
Meneghin scored the go-ahead 
goal for Montclair State late in 
the third period, which was 
the lead the Red Hawks would 
hold on to.
     Solomon stressed how crucial 
it was for his team to play well 
defensively, when the UPenn 
threw everything they could at 
the Red Hawks’ defense.
     “[UPenn] had a much deeper 
bench than we have,” Solomon 
said. “We got a lot of timely 
saves from Kay [Kawanne Fer-
guson] and our defense blocked 
a ton of shots and really kept 
play to the outside.”
     The Red Hawks held on to 
win 7-5 to obtain the women’s 
ice hockey program’s first ever 
DVCHC Championship and 
an invitation to the Atlantic 
Hockey Conference Association 
(ACHA) National Tournament.
     After winning their confer-
ence title, the Red Hawks are 
now guaranteed at least the 
sixth-place ranking in the na-
tional tournament for ACHA 
Division II ice hockey that will 
take place this March.
Photo courtesy of msuicehockey.com
The Montclair State women’s hockey team wins the DVCHC 
Championship trophy.
Men’s Basketball Wins OT 
Thriller Against Rowan
Red Hawks to play top-seeded Ramapo Wednesday night
Sean Blair
Staff Writer
      Luck had already struck twice 
for the Montclair State Univer-
sity men’s basketball team this 
season against the likes of Row-
an. The intensity on both sides 
was apparent all game as these 
two teams did not disappoint. 
The Red Hawks have had much 
success in the past against Row-
an during this regular season, 
but not in the tournament. They 
were knocked out by Rowan in 
last season’s tournament, but 
today they sought for revenge.
      As per usual in these af-
fairs, Montclair jumped out to 
an early lead and looked effi-
cient on the offensive and de-
fensive glass. The rebounding 
of Montclair had been one of 
its stalwarts of the season as ev-
ery game they seem to control 
the rebounding ratio against 
the other team. Assistant coach 
Will Bishop explained what he 
thought attributed to their suc-
cess on the glass.
      “We work on it at practice 
every day,” said Bishop. “We 
do box out drills probably the 
first 25 minutes of practice. It’s 
one of the main things we talk 
about every game: we got to be 
dominant on the offensive glass, 
and that’s why the rebounding 
margin is the way it always is.”
       Although it was a good 
start for Montclair, the points 
on both sides didn’t come easy 
early on in this game. It was 
clear that both sides were expe-
riencing some pregame jitters to 
go along with the pressure of a 
New Jersey Athletic Conference 
(NJAC) tournament game. With 
about seven minutes in to ac-
tion, Jarrett Bogus found some 
open space and was able to con-
tribute seven of Montclair’s first 
11 points as they took a 11-4 
lead.
       With just under nine min-
utes left to play in the first half, 
Eddie Emedoh, who would 
later be ejected for a small ex-
change of words with an op-
posing player, would offer up 
a huge rejection throwing the 
Montclair faithful into a fren-
zy. Eddie had been a force to 
be reckoned with all season, 
and his presence in the paint is 
something the Red Hawks can’t 
afford to lose out on.
      As time winded down in the 
first half of play, Rowan made a 
small 8-0 run and would come 
to be down 24-22 before the Red 
Hawks had an ensuing run of 
their own. They ended the half 
outscoring the Profs 14-7 in the 
final five minutes and took a 
38-29 lead heading into inter-
mission. Myles Mitchell-White 
held the edge in scoring with 
nine points to go along with 
teammate Bogus’ eight points 
and seven rebounds.
       Heading out of halftime, 
Montclair would again have 
a slow start. With just two 
minutes in, head coach Sears 
pulled four of his five starters 
off the floor and to the bench. 
It seemed like he was not at all 
pleased with their start and in-
stead went to a bigger lineup in 
the front court. 
       Rowan would go on a 5-0 
run to begin the second half and 
shrink the deficit to four points. 
One of Emedoh’s last plays be-
fore his ejection was another 
huge defensive play inside. Just 
a few minutes later, Rowan’s 
own T.J. Booth, who went for 
19 points on the day, sank a 
huge bucket pulling the Profs to 
within one at 41-42.
       At this point, emotions were 
running high, and both teams’ 
intensity turned up. The Panzer 
Athletic Center (PAC) was loud 
and the Red Hawks were do-
ing their best to feed off of their 
supporters. With just under 
seven and half minutes remain-
ing, Mitchell-White emerged 
again. He extended their lead 
to seven and then would throw 
the crowd into another frenzy 
a couple possessions later with 
his ‘and one’ making it a 54-43 
game. Mitchell-White was on 
fire for most of the second half 
and with just under six minutes 
to go, he sunk his 18th point of 
the game while extending the 
Red Hawks to their biggest lead 
they would have all game at 57-
45.
       The momentum from the 
Red Hawks didn’t phase Row-
an as they came back swinging 
with Nick DePersia when he 
almost converted a three-point 
play after being fouled on a 
three-point shot attempt, hitting 
two of three free throws. Foul 
trouble was a major issue for 
Montclair down the stretch of 
this game. While Emedoh had 
already been gone from his ejec-
tion and fifth foul, Bogus would 
foul out as time wound down, 
hurting the Hawks’ chances 
and turning in the Profs’ favor.
       Montclair State would take 
a three-point lead as they con-
verted on three of four free 
throws in the last 30 plus sec-
onds, but the Red Hawks and 
their fans would then go into 
utter shock. DePersia came 
off a screen and with a perfect 
pass, put up a contested three-
pointer that went down, and we 
were heading to overtime.
       Overtime was as intense as 
it could be. DePersia stayed hot 
when he hit a second straight 
three putting Montclair in a 
hole. Montclair would come 
back to take the lead, and with 
two minutes left, the score was 
going back and forth. With one 
minute remaining, Montclair 
would be down 73-72 after Row-
an sank two more free throw at-
tempts. Chatham nailed a three-
pointer throwing the PAC into 
utter chaos. Montclair wouldn’t 
look back taking a 75-73 lead 
and finishing up with a 77-73 
final score, sending them to the 
next round of the NJAC tourna-
ment on Wednesday.
       Chatham finished the day 
with 11 points and nine re-
bounds and Bogus contributed 
a double-double of 11 points 
with 13 rebounds. Montclair’s 
leading scorer and go-to man 
Mitchell-White led the way 
with his 20 points and 11 re-
bound double-double. While on 
fire on the court, he didn’t feel 
any different while playing.
       “I knew that coming into this 
game they were going to play a 
little harder, pack the paint on 
me and make it a little more dif-
ficult to score,” Chatham said. 
“I had to just play my game, be 
patient and wait for everything 
to open up for myself.”
       The Red Hawks will face 
off against top-seeded Ramapo 
College on Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
in Mahwah, New Jersey. This 
will be the toughest test of the 
year thus far, but the Hawks 
should not at all feel under 
matched after Saturday’s dra-
matic win.
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Red Hawks Soar to 
NJAC Championship
      The Montclair State Univer-
sity women’s basketball team 
hosted Rowan University on 
Tuesday with a victory that 
landed them in the New Jersey 
Athletic Conference (NJAC) 
championship. 
       The Red Hawks won the 
jump ball and freshman guard 
Taylor Brown immediately 
nailed a three. Rowan answered 
on the other end of the floor 
with a three of their own. Mont-
clair State’s rebounding game 
was in affect early. Senior guard 
Kate Tobie grabbed a defensive 
rebound on one end and forced 
contact to send her to the free-
throw line on the other end. 
Tobie was only able to connect 
on one free throw. A minute 
later, senior guard Katie Sire 
gathered the offensive rebound 
but Rowan’s tight man-to-man 
defense forced a turnover and 
scored on the other end. 
        On the next play, senior 
forward Taylor Harmon ag-
gressively drove down the lane 
and scored. Rowan answered 
on the other end with a three to 
quiet the Panzer Athletic Center 
crowd and get the Rowan fans 
chirping.
      With 2:15 left on the clock, 
Harmon connected on a high 
contact aggressive drive but 
Rowan answered yet again with 
one layup, but was not able to 
make the free throw. Rowan 
and their fans started to brew 
Chris Milholen
Staff Writer
frustration with foul calls at the 
end of the first. Montclair State 
led 14-12 heading into the sec-
ond quarter. Harmon led Mont-
clair State in scoring with eight 
points at the end of the first.
       Rowan started off the sec-
ond quarter with high intensity 
scoring. Rowan immediately 
hit a mid-range jumper to tie 
the game at 14-14. Rowan’s se-
nior guard Alex Raring drove 
to the basket, forcing Montclair 
State’s Alex McKinnon to foul. 
On the other end, McKinnon 
answered with a contested foul-
line jumper. Rowan again an-
swered on the next possession 
with a drive to the basket. Tobie 
helped Montclair State with a 
wide open three to get the Red 
Hawks’ fans cheering. 
       Rowan continued their tight 
man-to-man defense to force 
Montclair State to make tough 
shots. Red Hawks head coach 
Karin Harvey called a timeout 
with 2:15 left in the half. On the 
following drive, Harmon con-
nected on a layup from Tobie’s 
pass.
       On the opposite end, Sire 
forced an acrobatic steal, which 
led to another aggressive drive 
by Harmon to get the Panzer 
crowd roaring. Although Har-
mon was not able to ice the free 
throw, Montclair State came up 
with a juggling offensive re-
bound but could not get off a 
shot before the halftime buzzer. 
Montclair State led Rowan 27-
25. Harmon led the Red Hawks 
scoring with 12 points followed 
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by Tobie with eight points.
       Rowan started off the 
second half with the ball and 
immediately turned it over. 
Montclair State was not able 
to score off the turnover. On 
the Red Hawks’ next posses-
sion, McKinnon ran the floor 
and forced a foul call on her 
layup attempt. McKinnon 
connected on the first free 
throw and Sire again came 
up with an offensive rebound 
on McKinnon’s second free 
throw. Rowan forced a shoot-
ing foul on the other end, but 
missed both free throws.
       The Red Hawks connected 
on the other end with another 
layup by Harmon to not only 
get the Panzer crowd on its 
feet but grew Rowan’s verbal 
frustration over foul calls and 
made Rowan’s head coach 
Gabby Lisella call a full time-
out. Despite the frustration, 
Rowan connected on a three 
to silence the Red Hawks’ 
fans but not for long.
       On the very next play, 
McKinnon hit a three and got 
the Panzer crowd back up 
on their feet. Sire’s next shot 
attempt gathered another of-
fensive rebound and put it in 
to increase the Red Hawks’ 
lead to six. Rowan forced an-
other turnover, which led to 
another layup. However, Sire 
was not able to make the free 
throw.
      With 30 seconds left in the 
quarter, Sire pulled in a de-
fensive rebound and forced 
another Rowan foul that sent 
her to the free-throw line where 
she hit both free throws. At the 
end of the third, the Red Hawks 
led Rowan 49-40. Sire scored all 
her 11 points in the third.
       On the Red Hawks’ next 
possession, Tobie drove to the 
hole and finished an acrobatic 
and one layup to electrify the 
Panzer crowd. On the other 
end, Montclair State forced a 
trap that led to a turnover and 
a Rowan timeout. On the same 
drive, Tobie again hit a three 
and extended the lead to 15.
       After going back and forth, 
Harvey called for a full timeout 
with the Red Hawks leading by 
10. The Red Hawks forced mul-
tiple defensive stops leading to 
consecutive Rowan turnovers 
and a Montclair State scoring 
Kate Tobie signals her teammates on the court during their game against Rowan Uni-
versity Tuesday night.
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Red Hawks top Rowan 65-55 in NJAC Semifinal
run.
        With 3:51 left in the game, 
Tobie came off of the court 
limping. Tobie finished her stel-
lar night with a career high 21 
points. On the following pos-
session, Harmon forced a block-
ing foul and knocked down a 
free throw. Rowan called time 
with 43 seconds left. The Red 
Hawks dribbled out the game 
clock and came out victori-
ous over Rowan to advance to 
the NJAC women’s basketball 
championship..
       The championship game 
will be played Friday, Feb. 23 
at Panzer against The College 
of New Jersey. The winner of 
the championship game will 
receive an automatic bid to the 
2017-2018 NCAA tournament.
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Alex McKinnon (21) and Katie Sire (11) share a laugh after their vic-
tory over Rowan University.
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Teammates watch Taylor Harmon (23) leap to block Rowan’s Dominique Peters (12) 
as she tries to score.
